


 It is truly an honor to serve as this year’s Star Awards Director and to play a role in bringing this
incredible event to life. This evening is the result of months of collaboration, creativity, 
and dedication from an extraordinary group of individuals.

To our committee chairs and committee members, thank you for your passion, your time, 
and your unwavering commitment to excellence. I could not imagine a better committee to create
this event with. To the ILEA-MSP Board, your leadership and support are what make 
an event of this scale possible. To our sponsors and vendor partners—nearly 85 of you
—thank you for showing up, leaning in, and contributing your talents to create something 
far greater than any one of us could do alone. And to our volunteers, who help bring every 
detail together behind the scenes, we are endlessly grateful.

What makes Star Awards so special is not just the celebration of our industry, but the way it comes
together. There are very few opportunities where we get to collaborate on this level—working
alongside peers, partners, and yes, even competitors—to create a single, unforgettable experience. It
is a testament to the creativity, innovation, and generosity that define our Minneapolis-St. Paul event
community, and the result is always something truly extraordinary.

I am incredibly honored to have been entrusted with this year’s event, and I hope that tonight
reflects the legacy of excellence that has been built by so many talented leaders before me.

Thank you for being here, for being part of this industry, and for helping make this night 
what it is.

Now… let’s unmask the magic and celebrate. 

Warmly,
Jenna Culley

Hello & Welcome...

Your paragraph text

to the 2026 ILEA-MSP Star Awards



The International Live Events Association is comprised 
of over 1,500 event professionals, among 40+ chapters in 
35 counties around the world. ILEA provides education 
and networking to its members to promote professionalism 
in the live events industry.
 
The ILEA Minneapolis/St. Paul chapter is the authoritative 
voice on special events throughout the upper Midwest. 
A unique association, ILEA connects independent, corporate,
association, non-profit and educational planners and producers,
venues, transportation services, catering design, floral, rental,
technical and production suppliers all under one umbrella.
 
As the special events industry continues to become an active
 force in our ever-changing economy, our members are the 
voices and talent driving the local industry.



Each year the Minneapolis/St. Paul ILEA board considers
whether there has been an outstanding member, company 
or organization that has significantly contributed to the success 
and advancement of the chapter.
 
The criteria they consider is: active participation in monthly
programs, networking events and chapter sponsored activities;
whether their contribution further enhanced the mission of the
chapter; and, simply put, the year would not have been the 
same without them.
 

Volunteer & Partner
of the Year Awards
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Entries are solicited at the beginning of the year with a call for entries being
distributed by the Minneapolis/St. Paul Chapter of the International Live
Events Association. Entries are sought in 20+ various categories including
event elements of catering, design and décor, graphic design, event logistics,
technical production, sustainability factors, as well as corporate, social, 
non-profit, public and wedding event planning and photography. 
ILEA membership is not a requirement for entry.
 
Complete entries were reviewed by the Seattle, Michigan and Chicago
chapters of ILEA for judging. The entries that received the highest total
point score in a given category were named and the nominees and the entrant
that received the top score was declared the winner. Each entry is required to
meet the minimum score requirement and fulfill all of the entry criteria to be
nominated, even when there are less than three applicants in the category.
The names of the winners remain sealed and the awards company seals the
statues in boxes until the day of the ceremony. The winner(s) become public
record once the categories are presented at the ceremony.
 
All of the steps are in place to ensure the fairness and accuracy of the judging
process, and maintain the highest standard of credibility for the Minnesota
Star Awards.”
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Best Catered EventBest Catered Event  Best Catered Event 
Under $30kUnder $30kUnder $30k

Client Business Review

An annual business review event for our clients where food is the star
of the show, showcasing Culinary’s achievements from the past year

to our business partners. Guests may come for the insights and
numbers, but they leave raving about the food and presentation.

Emma Partridge,
Aramark at U.S. Bank Stadium

Chowgirls Catering

August Riviera: An Industry
Friends Garden Soirèe

A late-summer garden party for wedding industry professionals
celebrating the fashion, food, and culture of the French and 

Mexican Rivieras, with a bi-coastal vibe that extended beyond
cuisine into every design detail. Set atop a museum with a lake view,

the event created a vacation-like atmosphere while doubling as a
sustainability showcase—proving how simple and stylish a 

zero-waste soirée can be.

Chowgirls Catering

Comida de Arte
Comida de Arte brought wedding and hospitality professionals

together for a multi-sensory dining experience where food served 
as both art and décor. With harvest-style seating, a synchronized

three-course service, curated cocktails, and visually striking appetizer
installations, the event elevated culinary presentation on a sub-$30K

budget while celebrating community, creativity, 
and hospitality excellence.

Kaylee Moe,
CRAVE Catering



Best Catered EventBest Catered Event  Best Catered Event 
Over $30kOver $30kOver $30k

Jake & Alexa's 
Lakefront Celebration

Set on the water at a private Wayzata home, this tented wedding 
for 130 guests delivered a seamless six-course dining experience with

curated wine pairings, endless champagne pours, and a full bar
flowing all night. Late-night bites and espresso martinis fueled 
the celebration as a live band kept the dance floor packed until 

the very end.

Food Gallery Catering

Chowgirls Catering

Winter Carnival: An 850-Guest 
Holiday Celebration 

A fully privatized amusement park was transformed 
into a 300,000+ sq. ft. culinary destination for 850 guests 

in under two hours, featuring seven food stations, double bars, interactive
desserts, and immersive details like ice sculptures, sushi boats, and tiki
torches. Despite a 15-minute load-in and intense operational pressure, 

the event was executed flawlessly—maintaining hot food quality, 
minimizing waste, and delivering elevated hospitality as guests 

even enjoyed appetizers on the rides.

A Moderne Love Story

A delicious, immersive, and chic dining experience celebrated this
classic couple with an Art Moderne–inspired aesthetic that reflected

their impeccable taste. From a fully vegetable-based menu to
thoughtful nods like a Pittsburgh dessert tradition and a custom

cake designed to complement the tableside butter towers, every detail
delighted and surprised guests.

Christie Altendorf, D'Amico Hospitality 
Gretchen Culver, Rocket Science Events

Ivy Mattocks,
CRAVE Catering



Best Menu orBest Menu orBest Menu or
Beverage InnovationBeverage InnovationBeverage Innovation

Yes, Even the Cream 
Cheese Wonton

This event celebrated the marriage of two incredible
people, where the vision extended beyond a fairytale

garden setting and placed food at the center with
elevated takes on beloved dishes. The entirely gluten-

free, dairy-free, nightshade-free, and kosher-style
menu proved that even the most complex dietary
needs can be met without sacrificing creativity,

indulgence, or joy.

Blake Wangelin,
D'Amico Hospitality 



Best DessertBest Dessert  Best Dessert 
MomentMomentMoment

Sweet Sedona Sunset

Caitlyn and Matt’s wedding cake, inspired by the
canyons of Sedona—where they got engaged—

held special meaning for the couple. The abstract
design served as a striking centerpiece, beautifully
complementing the cool tones of their Sedona 

sunset theme.

Ho Ho Hoedown

A classy Christmas party with a Wild West twist, the Ho Ho
Hoedown featured a jaw-dropping Gingerbread Barnyard,

hands-on cookie decorating, and lively line dancing. From a
snowy edible barn to horseshoe macarons, every detail
delighted guests of all ages, making it an unforgettable

upscale holiday celebration.

Chowgirls Catering

Leah Backstrom,
Ink Sweets



Best Design & DécorBest Design & DécorBest Design & Décor
Under $30kUnder $30kUnder $30k

Crown Royal Gets Down 
at WE Fest

WE Fest is one of the largest country music festivals, drawing over
100,000 fans to Detroit Lakes, MN each weekend. To stand out, 
we partnered with Crown Royal to create the immersive “Crown

Royal Ranch,” featuring a 10-foot sit-in cowboy boot and branded
country-inspired décor that brought the experience to life.

Chowgirls Catering

Purple Spritz: A Tuscan Toast 
to the Season

An open outdoor turf plaza was transformed into a sun-drenched Tuscan
evening for 55 guests. Through layered rentals, custom florals, a European-

inspired bar, and cohesive Summer Spritz–themed activations, the space
became a warm, intimate, and visually stunning celebration.

Festivities

Emma Loude,
Event Lab

Meera and Parkers 
Fusion Wedding

Meera and Parker’s October wedding blended Western style 
with Indian cultural touches in a vibrant, high-energy celebration. 

Bright florals, bold linens, disco ball installations, and playful 
details like retro pizza boxes and a basketball-themed cake created 

a fun, relaxed atmosphere perfectly suited to the couple.

Anna Mazumda,
Style-Architects Weddings



Best Design & DécorBest Design & DécorBest Design & Décor
Over $30kOver $30kOver $30k

Cardinale Trattoria

For one unforgettable evening, guests stepped inside 
a charming Florentine trattoria—where warmth,

laughter, and rustic Italian flavors came alive.

Todd Pinzuti, Bungalow 6 Design 
Christi Poppler, Studio C Floral



Best Use of SpecialtyBest Use of SpecialtyBest Use of Specialty
Décor or InstallationDécor or InstallationDécor or Installation

Winter Village 
Opening Party

The Village at The Westin Edina Galleria
transformed the hotel’s common spaces with custom
architectural installations and layered seasonal décor,

including chalet structures, faux snow, and alpine-
inspired details. More than background styling, 

the immersive environment guided guest movement,
encouraged gathering, and created a cohesive winter

destination throughout the season.

YWCA Empower Possible
YWCA Minneapolis’ Empower Possible event is an annual

luncheon supporting its mission of eliminating racism 
and empowering women, formerly known as Circle of

Women and rebranded to reflect a more inclusive approach.
To bring the theme to life, our team designed a bold stage
featuring giant LED marquee letters spelling “Empower

Possible,” creating a powerful focal point and call to action
for generous giving.

Lucent Blue 
Events + Design

Jason Brown-Hoesing,
Westin Edina Galleria



Best Graphic DesignBest Graphic DesignBest Graphic Design
CollateralCollateralCollateral

Planet Max: 
Stellar Celebration

A space obsessed Bar Mitzvah boy dreams up 
Planet Max where sci fi meets tie dye. 

After his Bar Mitzvah service guests travel to 
Planet M092025 a bright modern world defined 
by bold color graphic moments and playful retro

futuristic design created to celebrate Max in a totally
out of this world way.

Mori Karasov,
Mori & Co. 



Best Event PhotographyBest Event PhotographyBest Event Photography
Non-WeddingNon-WeddingNon-Wedding

Chowgirls Catering

Swiss Bliss – The Reward for Climbing 
to the Pinnacle of Financial Advising

Pinnacle Council is the highest-level incentive trip for financial advisors 
at a Fortune 500 financial services company, and in 2025 it lived up to its
name with a destination experience in Switzerland. The trip was captured

through photography showcasing unforgettable Swiss adventures, including
dogsledding at 10,000 feet, the Olympic Museum, Lavaux wine tasting,

alpine golf, and a watchmaking class.

Joe Szurszewski,
Joe Szurszewski Photography LLC

Where Medical Research 
& Lived Reality Meet

Fanconi Cancer Foundation’s annual scientific meeting and retreat 
is a unique conference that brings together researchers and patients
focused on Fanconi Anemia, a rare genetic disorder that increases

cancer risk. The event fosters a supportive, collaborative
environment where science and lived experience intersect, 
inspiring purpose for researchers and hope for patients.

Joe Szurszewski,
Joe Szurszewski Photography LLC

Honoring Service, 
One Mission at a Time

A powerful, mission-driven celebration honored combat-injured veterans
and the volunteer pilots who fly them to life-changing medical care. 

Set in New Orleans around Veterans Day, the event was captured
through documentary photography showcasing emotional reunions,

aircraft arrivals, and moments of dignity, gratitude, and healing.

Andrew Vick,
 Vick Studios



Best Event PhotographyBest Event PhotographyBest Event Photography
WeddingWeddingWedding

Planet Max: 
Stellar Celebration

A space obsessed Bar Mitzvah boy dreams up 
Planet Max where sci fi meets tie dye. 

After his Bar Mitzvah service guests travel to 
Planet M092025 a bright modern world defined 
by bold color graphic moments and playful retro

futuristic design created to celebrate Max in a totally
out of this world way.

Mori Karasov,
Mori & Co. 

The Heart of Savannah: Precision, 
Storytelling, and Complexity 
in a Grand Southern Wedding

A vibrant Southern wedding in Savannah, GA,
unfolded on a historic marshfront estate, filled with

colorful details, family traditions, and heartfelt
moments. From rooftop karaoke to a newlywed

getaway in a vintage car, the celebration was captured
by a solo destination photographer under tight
timelines, resulting in one of the most visually

stunning weddings of the year.

Andrew Vick,
 Vick Studios



Best EventBest EventBest Event
VideographyVideographyVideography

Annie & Ryan's Wedding 
at The Beach Club

NHL player Ryan Johnson was featured in a
newspaper highlighting both his professional
accomplishments and his faith and character,

prompting Annie’s grandmother to suggest he would
be perfect for Annie. After initially brushing off the
idea, Annie and Ryan eventually met and fell in love 

at first sight, later navigating significant trials together
—including Ryan’s brother’s emergency heart

transplant just two weeks before their wedding—
with their shared faith as their constant strength.

Sunrise & Sláinte: 
Vikings Dublin Watch Party
The electric “Sunrise & Sláinte: Vikings Dublin Watch
Party” took place on September 28, 2025 at The View

(Minneapolis Event Center), hosted by Minnesota Vikings
and Jameson Irish Whiskey to celebrate the NFL’s first

regular-season game in Ireland. Hundreds gathered for early-
morning viewing, branded cocktails, local bites, and live
streaming, with a videography team capturing the energy,
riverfront atmosphere, and Dublin-inspired excitement

brought to Minneapolis.

Lulle Photo & Film

Esteban Cuadros & Alex Johnson,
Event Life TV



Support ServicesSupport ServicesSupport Services
LogisticsLogisticsLogistics

Winter Village 
Opening Party

The Village at The Westin Edina Galleria
transformed the hotel’s common spaces with custom
architectural installations and layered seasonal décor,

including chalet structures, faux snow, and alpine-
inspired details. More than background styling, the

immersive environment guided guest movement,
encouraged gathering, and created a cohesive winter

destination throughout the season.

Jason Brown-Hoesing,
Westin Edina Galleria

The 2025 Zone Meetings
The four-city, four-week 2025 Zone Meetings

brought high-energy education, recognition, and
connection to more than 1,700 attendees across

Denver, Cleveland, Chicago, and Dallas. 
With new vendors in each market, shifting production
schedules, and complex multi-city coordination, the

tour delivered a seamless, high-impact experience
through expert logistical execution.

Jodi Collen, CSEP 
Sarah Cash-Darvell, CSEP

Kelly Kessel-Baker & Jordan Guetzlaff,
 Great Clips Inc. 



Best A VBest A VBest A V
ProductionProductionProduction

Women Mean Business Gala

The Women Mean Business Gala is a premier annual
event that supports entrepreneurs and fosters the
growth of small businesses. In celebration of the

organization’s 25th anniversary, more than 650 guests
gathered to support the mission and mark this

significant milestone.

Dan Schlueter,
AV For You



Best EntertainmentBest EntertainmentBest Entertainment
ProductionProductionProduction

Wonderland
An immersive, multi-day entertainment production
transformed Grand Casino Hinckley into a modern,

high-fashion Wonderland for New Year’s Eve.
Featuring over 70 performers, interactive installations,
roaming characters, and a one-hour narrative dinner
show led by the Red Queen, the experience blended
spectacle, storytelling, and luxury into a destination-

defining celebration.

Justen Pohl,
Enticing Entertainment



Event Planning:Event Planning:  Event Planning: 
Best CorporateBest CorporateBest Corporate

Chowgirls Catering

Disco Prom: 
A Corporate Celebration

Following a year of significant organizational change, a renewable energy
company celebrated resilience and reconnection with “Disco Prom,” a disco-
infused modern prom revival at The Fillmore Minneapolis. Three hundred

employees entered an immersive evening of tropical greenery, crystal
chandeliers, and nostalgic moments that culminated in a high-energy dance

floor celebration of company culture and connection.

Festivities

Compeer Financial Annual
Conference 2025

A three-day takeover in Nashville transformed a corporate all-hands
into an unforgettable, high-energy experience for two waves of 1,100

attendees. Blending immersive learning, connection, and bold
moments of fun, it became the largest event in company history 

and redefined what an all-hands meeting can be.

Lindsay Ryan,
Compeer Financial

Tiger Stripes 
x Supper Club Vibes

One night in a historic venue celebrated a new downtown partnership,
reimagined with vintage flair, timeless design, and a supper club–inspired
menu. Blending old-school charm with modern hospitality, the evening

created a memorable debut for clients and industry friends.

Madison Volkmann, D'Amico Hospitality;
 Gretchen Culver, Rocket Science Events



Event Planning:Event Planning:  Event Planning: 
Best Non-profitBest Non-profitBest Non-profit

MAN DOWN Vol. 5: 
The Divine Feminine

MAN DOWN is a biannual fashion show that raises
awareness for men’s mental health, with Volume 5
centered on the theme “The Divine Feminine.” 

The event encouraged audiences to reclaim softness 
as strength, embrace vulnerability, and recognize the

feminine within all of us as a source of wisdom,
power, and liberation.

Gayle Smaller Jr, The MAN DOWN Project
Yeng Moua, Yeng Moua Photography

Heather Kowalski, Heather Elaine Fotography
Jess Pratt, The 701 Salon

Foundation Gala 2025
Housing First celebrated 30 years of Building Dreams

and Delivering Hope with their 10th annual
Foundation Gala hosted on April 11th, 2025 at the
Saint Paul RiverCentre. The 2025 Foundation Gala

raised over $500,000 to build safe housing for
Minnesotans in need.

Carlie Knudsen,
Event Lab



Event Planning:Event Planning:  Event Planning: 
Best PublicBest PublicBest Public

Chowgirls Catering

Winter Village 
Opening Party

The Village at The Westin Edina Galleria transformed the hotel’s
common spaces with custom architectural installations and layered
seasonal décor, including chalet structures, faux snow, and alpine-

inspired details. More than background styling, the immersive
environment guided guest movement, encouraged gathering, 

and created a cohesive winter destination throughout the season.

Jason Brown-Hoesing,
Westin Edina Galleria

Minnesota’s Dinner Party

A remarkable community dining experience transformed “Minnesota’s
Main Street” into America’s longest dinner table, bringing together 

more than 2,000 guests along a seven-block communal table. Featuring
40+ local caterers, restaurants, and food trucks, the event showcased the
region’s vibrant food scene, hospitality, and strong sense of community.

Rachel Bruzek, D'Amico Hospitality
Lilian Carroll, D'Amico Hospitality

Scott Mayer

Fashion Show

An exclusive, high-fashion experience designed for modern couples helps
engaged guests envision their wedding day at the highest level, starting with

the most personal detail: the wedding look. Through an editorial-style
fashion show with curated runway moments, beauty showcases, and luxury

styling concepts, the experience inspires a confident, elevated, 
and unforgettable bridal vision.

IRON DIAMOND,
Unveiled by Minnesota Bride, 

Fashion Show at Mall of America



Event Planning:Event Planning:  Event Planning: 
Social - Non-weddingSocial - Non-weddingSocial - Non-wedding

2025 Holiday Celebration

Imagine two magical holiday evenings where an 
active senior living community space transforms 

into a sparkling winter wonderland. 
The 2025 Holiday Celebration features festive

cocktails, a five-star dinner, and joyful music and
dancing, creating a warm, love-filled atmosphere 

of holiday spirit and connection.

Darilyn Belsheim, Friendship Village of Bloomington Lifestyle Lead
 Ashley Fahrendorff, Friendship Village of Bloomington Lifestyle Assistant

Janet Goltz, Resident
Birgit Zotta, Resident

Howard Goltz, Resident

Purple Spritz: A Tuscan Toast 
to the Season

An open outdoor turf plaza was transformed into a sun-
drenched Tuscan evening for 55 guests. Through layered

rentals, custom florals, a European-inspired bar, and cohesive
Summer Spritz–themed activations, the space became 

a warm, intimate, and visually stunning celebration.

Festivities



Event Planning:Event Planning:  Event Planning: 
Best WeddingBest WeddingBest Wedding

Chowgirls Catering

Jon and Ron's Wedding

With the odds stacked against Jon and Ron across cultures, faiths,
and identities, this wedding weekend came together with inspiring
precision through complex behind-the-scenes planning that made

execution feel effortless. The result was a joyful, deeply meaningful
celebration of love that honored every identity involved and proved

that when love leads, even the most ambitious vision can
 unfold flawlessly.

Cari Waitz,
Cari Waitz Events

Amanda & Paras’s Colorful
Wedding Weekend

When Amanda and Paras sought to blend their modern love story with
their Indian heritage, they navigated the challenge of honoring family

traditions while staying true to themselves and hosting 300 guests from
around the world. Over three days and five events, we delivered a highly
complex, visually striking celebration with 1,000+ meals and multiple

setups and resets, all within a $275,000 budget.

Rachelle Mazumdar,
Style-Architects Weddings

Tradition, Turned Up: A Cambodian–
Western Creative Black-Tie Wedding

This black-tie celebration at a local concert venue blended Cambodian 
and Western wedding traditions into a bold, immersive guest experience.
Dramatic, moody design and unexpected moments—from concierge-style

check-in and In-N-Out burgers to live entertainment, comedy, confetti, and
a T-shirt cannon—kept guests engaged and energized throughout the night.

Laine Palm,
Laine Palm Planning + Design



Best IndustryBest IndustryBest Industry
InnovationInnovationInnovation

Chowgirls Catering

RAISE + ARRANGE: 
Event Builder 2025

RAISE + ARRANGE is a high-energy gathering 
for Minnesota’s nonprofit event community, created to inspire
connection, collaboration, and practical learning. Designed for

fundraising professionals, it blends real-world examples and honest
dialogue to show that events work, community matters, 

and no one has to do it alone.

Kalsey Beach and Hannah Hegman,
Do Good Events

Summer Walker AI Virtual 
Photo Booth Experience

Fans became the album cover through a mobile-first AI photo experience
built for Summer Walker’s upcoming album release. Participants snapped

a selfie, chose between two cover styles, and received an instant 
share-ready transformation, with a single branded link engaging 

over 5,000 fans worldwide.

Gregory Burt,
Time Into Pixels

A Ceremonial Crescendo

This event reimagined wedding tradition by placing the emotional peak 
mid-event, with guests entering to cocktails, fire dancers, and a towering

violinist before an unexpected ceremony unfolded at dinner. 
The choreographed recessional then led 250 guests into a transformed 

high-energy dance floor, proving guest experience can be designed around
momentum rather than convention.

Kastina Morrison, 
Kastina & Co.
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From Food Waste 
to Watercolor Paints

Our Event Design team partnered with a regenerative
design artist to transform food waste into watercolor

pigments, creating interactive and edible art
activations across multiple events. Guests experienced
sustainability firsthand as food waste was reimagined
into circular, creative, and memorable installations

that continue to support both environmental impact
and local artistry.

Cultivate
Cultivate is an immersive industry showcase dedicated 
to sustainable event design, bringing Twin Cities event
professionals together to learn, taste, and experience

sustainability in action. Through edible education, mindful
sourcing, and waste-free installations, the annual gathering

inspires change through creative collaboration and
community connection.

Chowgirls Catering

LUUM Collective 
& Chowgirls Catering
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NFT-MSP Culture 
Convergence 2025

NFT-MSP Culture Convergence 2025 returned 
for its second year, transforming a former bar and

restaurant into a vibrant indoor creative hub. 
Over two days, curated zones, live panels, a podcast

studio, and immersive experiences blended art, music,
and Web3 culture to deliver connection, creativity,

and unforgettable energy.

Jessica Barrett, Bigger Picture Solutions
Esteban Cuadros, Event Life TV
Marcos Juarez-Gosselin, IMAV




	Hello & Welcome...
	to the 2026 ILEA-MSP Star Awards
	It is truly an honor to serve as this year’s Star Awards Director and to play a role in bringing this incredible event to life. This evening is the result of months of collaboration, creativity,  and dedication from an extraordinary group of individuals.
	To our committee chairs and committee members, thank you for your passion, your time,  and your unwavering commitment to excellence. I could not imagine a better committee to create this event with. To the ILEA-MSP Board, your leadership and support are what make  an event of this scale possible. To our sponsors and vendor partners—nearly 85 of you —thank you for showing up, leaning in, and contributing your talents to create something  far greater than any one of us could do alone. And to our volunteers, who help bring every  detail together behind the scenes, we are endlessly grateful.
	What makes Star Awards so special is not just the celebration of our industry, but the way it comes together. There are very few opportunities where we get to collaborate on this level—working alongside peers, partners, and yes, even competitors—to create a single, unforgettable experience. It is a testament to the creativity, innovation, and generosity that define our Minneapolis-St. Paul event community, and the result is always something truly extraordinary.
	I am incredibly honored to have been entrusted with this year’s event, and I hope that tonight reflects the legacy of excellence that has been built by so many talented leaders before me.
	Thank you for being here, for being part of this industry, and for helping make this night  what it is.
	Now… let’s unmask the magic and celebrate.
	Warmly, Jenna Culley


	The International Live Events Association is comprised  of over 1,500 event professionals, among 40+ chapters in  35 counties around the world. ILEA provides education  and networking to its members to promote professionalism  in the live events industry.
	The ILEA Minneapolis/St. Paul chapter is the authoritative  voice on special events throughout the upper Midwest.  A unique association, ILEA connects independent, corporate, association, non-profit and educational planners and producers, venues, transportation services, catering design, floral, rental, technical and production suppliers all under one umbrella.
	As the special events industry continues to become an active  force in our ever-changing economy, our members are the  voices and talent driving the local industry.
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	Judging
	of the Star Awards
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	Best Catered Event
	Under $30k
	Client Business Review
	Emma Partridge, Aramark at U.S. Bank Stadium

	Comida de Arte
	Kaylee Moe, CRAVE Catering

	Chowgirls Catering
	August Riviera: An Industry Friends Garden Soirèe
	Chowgirls Catering



	Best Catered Event
	Over $30k
	Jake & Alexa's  Lakefront Celebration
	Food Gallery Catering
	A Moderne Love Story
	Christie Altendorf, D'Amico Hospitality  Gretchen Culver, Rocket Science Events

	Chowgirls Catering
	Winter Carnival: An 850-Guest  Holiday Celebration
	Ivy Mattocks, CRAVE Catering



	Best Menu or
	Beverage Innovation
	Yes, Even the Cream  Cheese Wonton
	Blake Wangelin, D'Amico Hospitality



	Best Dessert
	Moment
	Sweet Sedona Sunset
	Caitlyn and Matt’s wedding cake, inspired by the canyons of Sedona—where they got engaged— held special meaning for the couple. The abstract design served as a striking centerpiece, beautifully complementing the cool tones of their Sedona  sunset theme.
	Leah Backstrom, Ink Sweets

	Ho Ho Hoedown
	Chowgirls Catering


	Best Design & Décor
	Under $30k
	Crown Royal Gets Down  at WE Fest
	WE Fest is one of the largest country music festivals, drawing over 100,000 fans to Detroit Lakes, MN each weekend. To stand out,  we partnered with Crown Royal to create the immersive “Crown Royal Ranch,” featuring a 10-foot sit-in cowboy boot and branded country-inspired décor that brought the experience to life.
	Emma Loude, Event Lab

	Purple Spritz: A Tuscan Toast  to the Season
	Festivities
	Meera and Parkers  Fusion Wedding
	Meera and Parker’s October wedding blended Western style  with Indian cultural touches in a vibrant, high-energy celebration.  Bright florals, bold linens, disco ball installations, and playful  details like retro pizza boxes and a basketball-themed cake created  a fun, relaxed atmosphere perfectly suited to the couple.
	Anna Mazumda, Style-Architects Weddings

	Chowgirls Catering


	Best Design & Décor
	Over $30k
	Cardinale Trattoria
	Todd Pinzuti, Bungalow 6 Design  Christi Poppler, Studio C Floral


	Best Use of Specialty

	Décor or Installation
	Winter Village  Opening Party
	The Village at The Westin Edina Galleria transformed the hotel’s common spaces with custom architectural installations and layered seasonal décor, including chalet structures, faux snow, and alpine-inspired details. More than background styling,  the immersive environment guided guest movement, encouraged gathering, and created a cohesive winter destination throughout the season.
	Jason Brown-Hoesing, Westin Edina Galleria

	YWCA Empower Possible
	Lucent Blue  Events + Design

	Best Graphic Design
	Collateral
	Planet Max:  Stellar Celebration
	Mori Karasov, Mori & Co.



	Best Event Photography
	Non-Wedding
	Where Medical Research  & Lived Reality Meet
	Honoring Service,  One Mission at a Time
	Andrew Vick,  Vick Studios

	Chowgirls Catering
	Swiss Bliss – The Reward for Climbing  to the Pinnacle of Financial Advising



	Best Event Photography
	Wedding
	The Heart of Savannah: Precision,  Storytelling, and Complexity  in a Grand Southern Wedding
	Planet Max:  Stellar Celebration
	Mori Karasov, Mori & Co.
	Andrew Vick,  Vick Studios


	Best Event

	Videography
	Annie & Ryan's Wedding  at The Beach Club
	NHL player Ryan Johnson was featured in a newspaper highlighting both his professional accomplishments and his faith and character, prompting Annie’s grandmother to suggest he would be perfect for Annie. After initially brushing off the idea, Annie and Ryan eventually met and fell in love  at first sight, later navigating significant trials together—including Ryan’s brother’s emergency heart transplant just two weeks before their wedding— with their shared faith as their constant strength.

	Lulle Photo & Film
	Sunrise & Sláinte:  Vikings Dublin Watch Party
	Esteban Cuadros & Alex Johnson, Event Life TV


	Support Services

	Logistics
	Winter Village  Opening Party
	Jason Brown-Hoesing, Westin Edina Galleria

	The 2025 Zone Meetings
	Jodi Collen, CSEP  Sarah Cash-Darvell, CSEP Kelly Kessel-Baker & Jordan Guetzlaff,  Great Clips Inc.


	Best AV
	Production
	Women Mean Business Gala
	Dan Schlueter, AV For You



	Best Entertainment
	Production
	Wonderland
	Justen Pohl, Enticing Entertainment



	Event Planning:
	Best Corporate
	Compeer Financial Annual Conference 2025
	Lindsay Ryan, Compeer Financial

	Tiger Stripes  x Supper Club Vibes
	Chowgirls Catering
	Disco Prom:  A Corporate Celebration
	Festivities


	Event Planning:

	Best Non-profit
	MAN DOWN Vol. 5:  The Divine Feminine
	Gayle Smaller Jr, The MAN DOWN Project Yeng Moua, Yeng Moua Photography Heather Kowalski, Heather Elaine Fotography Jess Pratt, The 701 Salon

	Foundation Gala 2025
	Carlie Knudsen, Event Lab

	Event Planning:
	Best Public
	Winter Village  Opening Party
	Jason Brown-Hoesing, Westin Edina Galleria

	Minnesota’s Dinner Party
	Rachel Bruzek, D'Amico Hospitality Lilian Carroll, D'Amico Hospitality Scott Mayer

	Chowgirls Catering
	Fashion Show
	IRON DIAMOND, Unveiled by Minnesota Bride,  Fashion Show at Mall of America



	Event Planning:

	Social - Non-wedding
	2025 Holiday Celebration
	Imagine two magical holiday evenings where an  active senior living community space transforms  into a sparkling winter wonderland.  The 2025 Holiday Celebration features festive cocktails, a five-star dinner, and joyful music and dancing, creating a warm, love-filled atmosphere  of holiday spirit and connection.

	Purple Spritz: A Tuscan Toast  to the Season
	Festivities

	Event Planning:
	Best Wedding
	Jon and Ron's Wedding
	With the odds stacked against Jon and Ron across cultures, faiths, and identities, this wedding weekend came together with inspiring precision through complex behind-the-scenes planning that made execution feel effortless. The result was a joyful, deeply meaningful celebration of love that honored every identity involved and proved that when love leads, even the most ambitious vision can  unfold flawlessly.
	Cari Waitz, Cari Waitz Events

	Amanda & Paras’s Colorful Wedding Weekend
	When Amanda and Paras sought to blend their modern love story with their Indian heritage, they navigated the challenge of honoring family traditions while staying true to themselves and hosting 300 guests from around the world. Over three days and five events, we delivered a highly complex, visually striking celebration with 1,000+ meals and multiple setups and resets, all within a $275,000 budget.
	Rachelle Mazumdar, Style-Architects Weddings

	Chowgirls Catering
	Tradition, Turned Up: A Cambodian–Western Creative Black-Tie Wedding
	Laine Palm, Laine Palm Planning + Design
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	Best Sustainability

	Effort
	From Food Waste  to Watercolor Paints
	Our Event Design team partnered with a regenerative design artist to transform food waste into watercolor pigments, creating interactive and edible art activations across multiple events. Guests experienced sustainability firsthand as food waste was reimagined into circular, creative, and memorable installations that continue to support both environmental impact and local artistry.
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